
UK Waterblitz Test Results 

The testing involves checking the amount of phosphates and nitrates which occur 
naturally in freshwater and are essential to plant growth. Healthy freshwater 
ecosystems usually have small amounts of these nutrients. However, human activity on 
land can cause unnaturally high levels of nutrients to enter waterbodies. 

These nutrients are commonly present in domestic and industrial waste and sewage as 
well as in fertilisers that wash off farmland. 

High levels of nutrients trigger a process called eutrophication, in which excessive plant 
and algae growth. When these organisms die, they are decomposed by bacteria which 
uses up oxygen in the water. This reduces oxygen levels in the water harming aquatic 
plants and animals. 

Good Ecological Status may result from low nutrient concentrations 

Nitrate less than 1, Phosphate less than 0. 1,  

Poor Ecological Status may result from moderate and high nutrient concentrations 

Nitrate more than 1, Phosphate more than 0.1 

Medium ecological status results from a mixture of the above. 

Date of testing Location Results Tested by 

 
22/9/25 

River Hipper near the 
old waterworks off 
Harewood Road 

Nitrates 0.2-0.5 
Phosphates 0.1-0.2 
Medium Ecological 
Status with elevated 
phosphate 
concentrations 

Parish Council 
Climate and Nature 
Group 

 
22/9/25 

River Hipper adjacent 
to the United 
Reformed Church 

Nitrates 1-2 
Phosphates 0.02-
0.05 
Medium Ecological 
Status with elevated 
nitrate concentration 

1st Holymoorside 
Scout Group 

 
22/9/25 

Loads Brook 
adjacent to the Lamb 
Inn 

Nitrates 2-5 
Phosphates 0.05-0.1 
Poor Ecological 
Status with elevated 
Nitrate concentration 

1st Holymoorside 
Scouts 

 
27/4/26 

Loads Brook Nitrates 0.2 – 0.5 
Phosphates <0.02 
GOOD ecological 
status. Nutrient 
concentrates are low. 

Parish Council 
Climate and Nature 
Group 



If you would like to take part in the next water survey or are interested in looking at the 
report and results for the whole of the UK, the Earthwatch Europe website for this is: 
https://earthwatch.org.uk/greatukwaterblitz  

 


