Biodiversity Strategy

Holymoorside & Walton Parish Council

1 Introduction

In accordance with the duty imposed on town and parish councils by Section 40 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, updated by Section 102 of the Environment Act 2021,
Holymoorside and Walton Parish Council (hereinafter referred to as the Council) is committed to
conserving and enhancing biodiversity in our community. This strategy outlines our approach to achieving
this goal, ensuring that our natural environment is protected and enriched for future generations. It
includes clear objectives, actions and policies to guide the parish and its Council in their efforts.

2 Definition

According to Defra, biodiversity is the variety of all life on Earth. It includes all species of animals and plants
— everything that is alive on our planet (fauna, flora and fungi).

Biodiversity is important for its own sake and has its own intrinsic value. A number of studies have shown
this value also goes further. Biodiversity is the building block of our ‘ecosystems’ that in turn provide us
with a wide range of goods and services that support our economic and social wellbeing. These include
essentials such as food, fresh water and clean air, but also less obvious services such as protection from
natural disasters, regulation of our climate, and purification of our water or pollination of our crops.
Biodiversity also provides important cultural services, enriching our lives.

3 Vision

To create a thriving natural environment in Holymoorside and Walton Parish, where biodiversity is
conserved and enhanced, supporting a rich variety of plant and animal life, and providing benefits for all
residents.

q Objectives
The object of this policy is to work towards conserving and enhancing the biodiversity of the Council’s area.
The Council, and any committees of the Council, will consider sustainability, environmental impact and
biodiversity when making decisions and will develop and implement policies and strategies as required and
with reference to the Neighbourhood Plan.
In particular, the Council will aim to conserve and enhance the biodiversity of the area in the following
ways:
1. Enhance Green Spaces: Improve and increase the quality and connectivity of green spaces;
Protect Local Wildlife: Implement measures to protect and support local wildlife populations;
3. Promote Sustainable Practices: Encourage sustainable practices within the community to
support biodiversity;

4. Impact of planning applications: Consider the potential impact on biodiversity presented by
planning applications.;

5. Engage the Community: Raise awareness and involve the community in biodiversity initiatives.

N

5 Actions and Policies

To achieve these objectives, the following actions and policies will be implemented. These should be
carried out in partnership with the District Council, the County Council and local organisations (e.g. the
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, Froglife, Don River Valley Trust) and with consideration of local Sites of Special
Scientific Interest.

Objective 1: Enhance Green Spaces
The Council will:
® Protect local green spaces taking into consideration local land management practices (e.g. grass
cutting of fields and verges);
® Increase native plantings of trees and of bee-friendly wildflowers;
e Minimise the use of pesticides and promote organic alternatives.



Objective 2: Protect Local Wildlife
The Council will:
e Identify and protect critical habitats within the parish;
e Conduct a biodiversity audit to map key habitats and species;
e Establish and maintain wildlife corridors to connect fragmented habitats;
e Ensure the management of green spaces and the preservation of wildlife habitats;
e Implement protection measures for identified critical habitats.
Objective 3: Promote Sustainable Practices
The Council will:
e Encourage sustainable practices in land management and development in the Parish;
e Give guidance to the Council’s groundspeople;
e Ensure communication with both District and County councils;
® Provide guidelines for sustainable gardening to allotment users and local residents.

Objective 4: Impact of planning applications:
The Council will:
e Promote awareness of biodiversity considerations in the planning and approval process for new
developments and with reference to the Neighbourhood Plan.

Objective 5: Engage the Community
The Council will:
e Raise awareness of Parish residents to biodiversity issues, including through its website and
newsletters;
e Engage with local businesses and residents regarding biodiversity in the community and how
members of the community can assist and make a difference;
e Involve the community, where feasible, in biodiversity projects (e.g. wildflower seed sowing, native
tree planting, toad and frog crossings, bird box making);
e Seek inputs and feedback from the Community regarding biodiversity issues in the Parish.

6 Monitoring and Review
To ensure the effectiveness of this strategy, the Council will:
e Conduct annual reviews of biodiversity initiatives and their outcomes;
e Gather feedback from residents to identify areas for improvement;
e Adjust policies and actions as needed based on monitoring results and feedback.

7 Conclusion

By implementing this biodiversity strategy, Holymoorside and Walton Parish aims to create a sustainable
and thriving natural environment. We are committed to working together with our community to achieve
these goals and ensure the protection and enhancement of our local biodiversity.

8 Adoption

This policy was adopted on 4th September 2024 (Minute reference FL123/24-25). It will be reviewed
annually or sooner should legislation dictate. A summary of how the policy has been implemented will be
published annually, with reference to the original biodiversity audit to show progress.
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