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Objective 
Holymoorside & Walton Parish Council acknowledges that climate change is one of the 
largest challenges facing the world and also recognises that we are an influencing body that 
can act on this.  Therefore, it is essential that the Council helps to proactively facilitate the 
protection of our local environment, heritage and natural beauty.  
 
This needs to be delivered in a way that promotes sustainability, healthy living and also 
prosperity within our community. Through this mutually sustainable approach to living in 
the parish, we can help ensure that it can continue to be enjoyed by future generations 
indefinitely. 
 
In recognising this, and to lead the way with positive action, Holymoorside & Walton Parish 
Council resolves to: 
 

● adopt a Climate and Nature Action Strategy — setting out an Action Plan and Targets 
to reduce carbon emissions; 
 

● consider ways to protect and enhance our natural environment and river courses, 
stimulate biodiversity and nurture our wildlife and pollinators; 

 

● promote and embed sustainable and energy efficient practices throughout our 
parish; 

 
● embed the principle of “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rethink” throughout our 

organisation; 
 

● organise community action events and work with our partners, businesses, schools, 
communities, residents, and other councils to promote behavioural change and 
develop new ideas and co-ordinated responses to climate change and plastic 
pollution; 

 

● explore new opportunities and technologies to monitor and so aim to reduce our 
carbon footprint; 

 

● provide for a working group to report and monitor on immediate and longer-term 
actions to be taken; 
 

● become a member of National Association of Local Councils’ Climate Emergency 
Action Group to access relevant and up to date legislation and information. 
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ACTIONS 
 

BUILDING EFFICIENCY  

Heating and Cooling Action  

Investigate smart controls for heating to 
avoid it being left on when not in use (A 
simple remote-controlled thermostat can let 
you turn heating on and off to match events.) 

Has been considered and advice being taken 
following building audit report (March 2024).  
New boiler fitted in the hall with an 89.4% 
efficiency rating. 

Only heat areas that need it, by setting up 
heating zones with their own controls 
 

Upstairs and downstairs have own times set 
and separate thermostats, Hive or similar 
being considered. 

Natural ventilation of all areas wherever 
possible 

No air conditioning units. Windows and doors 
left open as required. 

Regular audit of central heating systems and 
radiators 

The Parish Council has appointed its own 
energy audit councillor. 

 

Improving Building Insulation and Structure Action  

Wall and loft insulation wherever possible 
 

Funding request submitted for insulation. This 
was unsuccessful. Grant seeking 
opportunities continue to be explored. 
 

Consider alternative renewable energy 
sources, e.g. solar panels, air source heat 
pumps 
 

Needs further investigation, including 
information how other councils have dealt 
with this and funding sources identified. 

Make sure any double-glazing units are 
working efficiently – consider replacing older 
units with modern argon-filled gap units 
 

All units have been replaced within the last 17 
years. Recent building audit indicates no 
replacement required. 

 

UTILITIES 
 

Electricity Consumption Action  

Replace all existing lighting units with LED 
units 
 

Completed 

Turn off any appliances and lights that are not 
being used 
 

Caretakers attend after each booking to turn 
off any appliances, although in general hirers 
are aware this is required. 
 
 
 

Kitchen Areas Action  

Energy efficiency of the use of the kitchen 
 

Maintain vigilance re use of equipment. 
Signage/instructions in place. Appliances 
regularly maintained. 
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Water Consumption Action  

Ensure all water use is metered, including 
Village Hall, Changing Rooms, Allotments, 
Tennis and Bowling facilities. 
 

All water supplied on meters and invoices 
monitored and checked with actual readings 
logged against any estimates. 

Respond quickly to dripping or leaking 
taps/pipes etc. 
 

This is actioned as part of the regular 
maintenance. 

Ensure taps and toilets are as water efficient 
as possible 

Investigate flow reduction options for taps. 
Eventual replacement of urinals when funds 
allow. 

Consumables and Procurement Action  

Reduce amount of printed papers that we use 
 

Many of documents are circulated 
electronically but total elimination of paper 
cannot be achieved. 

Ensure waste paper is recycled 
 

Waste paper/cardboard either recycled via 
Clerk or, if sensitive, shredded and 
composted. 

Check environmental credentials when 
purchasing used toner and ink cartridges 
 

Fully recycled toner cartridges are now 
purchased. 

Use energy suppliers with high environmental 
credentials 

Check commitments to environmental 
credentials on contract renewals. 

Procurement of products and services (e.g. 
cleaning materials, office supplies) that have 
low environmental impacts 

Purchasing where possible environmentally 
friendly products. Wherever possible 
consumables collected from local supplier in 
conjunction with other journeys made. 
Booking conditions now include 
environmental impact of disposables and bar 
hire services. 

WASTE 
 

Recycling Action  

Encourage staff to recycle wherever possible 
 
 

All staff, via appraisal and objectives, are 
aware of the council’s aims and are 
encouraged to suggest ideas for further 
recycling opportunities. 

Switch to more recyclable products wherever 
possible 
 

Consideration of this is always given when 
purchasing consumables for the village hall. 

Ensure all Parish Council events use only 
reusable products or only reusable plastic 
products 
 

A supply of crockery and reusable plastic 
beakers are available for parish events. 
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Carbon Emissions Action 

In addition to Carbon emission reductions 
achieved from actions above, also explore 
reduction of travel related carbon emissions  
 

Clerk works from home, which reduces travel 
to and from work.  When visiting the parish, 
multiple duties carried out at the same time. 

 

EXTERNAL 
 

Allotments and Gardens Action  

Confirm that gardening contractors compost 
waste where possible 
 

New compost bin provided on site. Hedge 
clippings will be chipped. 

Care of trees and hedgerows 
 

The Parish Council commission an annual tree 
audit and no trees are removed without prior 
agreement. New hedging materials regularly 
planted in the boundary hedge.  Suitable tree 
planting is on-going (see biodiversity below).  
H&S requirements can dictate tree removal. 

Ensure allotment holders conform to Terms 
and Conditions regarding use of water butts 
 

Allotments are checked on a regular basis but 
mandatory use of water butts is not part of 
the tenancy agreement. 

 
 

Play Areas  Action  

Regular monitoring and maintenance 
including use of natural options for surfaces 
 

Play areas monitored regularly, safety 
surfacing repaired as necessary, surface 
around the equipment is grass. 

Ensure adequate bins and encourage their 
use 
 

Waste bins currently provided on recreation 
ground and play area. 

 
Biodiversity Action  

Develop biodiversity plan to follow recent 
government guidelines 

Revisit biodiversity references in the CNAS 
according to government guidelines. 

Continue to work with the Neighbourhood 
Plan advisor to ensure government 
requirements are included (May 2024 
revision). 

First draft of stand-alone biodiversity plan to 
be produced by the end of 2024.  

Use of broadleaf trees when replanting Seek advice from Woodland Trust and 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. 
 

Wildflower meadows or patches to encourage 
insects and bees 

Continue to petition NEDDC in relation to 
grass verge sites identified in the parish, 
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 which may be suitable for the sowing of wild 
flower seeds and protection of wild orchids. 

Continue to pursue recommendations by the 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust for development of 
the local green sites. 

Develop follow-up to the bee-squared project 
2023. 

Incorporation of expert knowledge in PC 
plans for biodiversity 
 
 

Continue to seek advice from the Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust, Don Valley River Trust. Seek 
new contacts, such as from the RSPB. 

Involve and encourage local schools / Scouts / 
Guides, local organisations etc. with 
environmental / wildlife projects 
 

Involved with Walton Holymoorside Primary 
School with: toad protection; education re 
Council’s involvement with climate & nature 
action (short video produced); and supporting 
possible development of the school’s sensory 
garden. 

The Council continue to support the local 
toad watch project. 
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